We are glad to inform you we are selecting volunteers for the EVS project "ENCOUNTERS: AN INTERCULTURAL PERSPECTIVE ON DISABILITY", in Padua - Italy, disability theme, 11 months (http://ec.europa.eu/youth/evs/aod/hei_form_en.cfm?EID=42000887187)

Hosting organisation: University of Padova – Disability Support Service

Coordinating organisation: Comune di Padova - Ufficio Progetto Giovani
Candidates: young boys/girls willing to collaborate for the integration and social inclusion of students with disability; a basic knowledge of Italian is preferred (if possible)
Period: beginning of September 2012 - beginning of August 2013
Deadline: 1 February 2012
HOW TO APPLY: 
if you wish to apply to the selection process, please send us your motivation letter and CV not later than 11 December 2011!!!
Please do use both the emails below:
evs@comune.padova.it

serv.disabilita@unipd.it
Thanks to this project volunteers will have the opportunity to gain experience in what social inclusion of young people with disabilities means, and will develop skills and operational capacities for volunteering and working in contexts of marginalization. Furthermore, volunteers will operate in an environment where young people with different cultural and linguistic backgrounds come together to play an active role in society. 

The activities that volunteers will carry out, will put them in contact with a new environment: the University of Padova, with its 800 incoming Erasmus students, 2,300 international students and more than 100 volunteers coming from different parts of Italy, Europe and the world. Thus, they will have a great chance for personal growth and the development of European awareness, active citizenship and intercultural competences.

Proposed activities for EVS volunteers: 

Volunteers will work either in a one to one relationship with a student with disabilities or with National Civil Service or other European project volunteers: bringing his/her own "Cultural Self” and experience, each of them will have the opportunity to be involved in the process of negotiation of shared meanings and of cooperation, thus gradually improving the ability to work collaboratively, and to enhance his/her own creativity and spirit of initiative. The presence of other volunteers at the Disability Support Service will encourage the EVS volunteers fast integration in the local community. Because of their daily involvement in all sorts of academic activities, volunteers will have the opportunity to experience the Italian University system (different approaches to teaching and learning) and to understand the administrative structure of a University. 

The commitment required by the project is 36 hours per week, Monday to Friday but, in case of participation in special events, fairs, conventions, in Italy or abroad, it is possible that the activity will take place during the weekend.

The main activity, which will engage volunteers for up to 24 hours a week, consists in accompanying and assisting students with disabilities, as well as in collaborating with the Office Staff for digitization of University textbooks in alternative format to the paper. They will also help individual students in their study, including those who need to use special aids and assistive technology, essential for certain types of disabilities. Moreover, in addition to daily activities, volunteers will have the opportunity to actively participate in the creation and dissemination of the projects promoted by the Disability Support Service: 

- "The Italian Virtual Library of Texts in alternative forms”: this project was established with the aim to expand the Repository of texts in alternative digital format owned by the DSS Library, which are essential for students who are blind or dyslexic or have a severe mobility impairment. Volunteers will assist students with visual impairment in the search for text books for exam preparation, and once they master the main techniques of transforming a text in several alternative formats, they will weekly work with the Office Staff to prepare digitization of text books, according to the students’ needs.

-"Wheelchair basketball" (in collaboration with the Padova CUS): this project aims to promote the participation of students with disabilities in sports and, more generally, to the dissemination of Paralympic disciplines. In particular, the volunteers will have an active role in the involvement of new students in the activities of the Wheelchair Basketball Team that currently plays in the Second Division. 

The remaining 12 hours per week will be dedicated to participation in and the development of new projects within the Disability Support Service, mainly:

- realization of informative videos about the University life of students with disability, which will be used for orientation activities for newly enrolled students;

- along with the National Civil Service volunteers, cooperation in designing an on-line Newsletter, where information about events/initiatives/projects on disability, which may be of interest to students with disabilities and to people involved in this field, will be published on a monthly basis;

- design and realization of briefings about their home country (culture and traditions, school and University system, other subjects young people who wish to spend some time abroad are especially interested in, etc ...) that volunteers will be invited to organize as part of the promotional activities for the participation of students with disabilities in programs of international mobility;

- planning and carrying out of Tandem Learning and group conversations in the volunteers’ mother tongue (or other vehicular language);

- setting up, in collaboration with the AEP (Padova Erasmus Association) of "thematic meetings", on music, cooking and other aspects of the youth culture volunteers feel they belong to, addressed to Italian and foreign students interested in intercultural issues;

-participation in the realization of the University Language Centre Christmas Concert, set up by the incoming students who attend the Language Centre courses of Italian as a foreign language: a sharing experience through singing (in several languages), music, dance and folklore; 

-active contribution to the organization of a thematic cineforum held at the Disability Support Service: possible activity  that may be tied to a theme of special interest of the volunteers or at the presentation of their home country;

Upon arrival, volunteers will follow a series of general and specific training sessions and participate in one of the many courses of Italian language and culture available in Padova. At the end of both theoretical and practical training volunteers will be gradually incorporated into the activities of the Disability Support Service.
Volunteer profiles and recruitment process
Selection of volunteers will be open to all youth aged between 18 and 30, male and female.

Volunteers will have to be adaptable to the different activities of the project and highly motivated.

In view of the primary project requirement, which is the centrality of relationships between EVS volunteers and students with disabilities, the Disability Support Service Staff, other volunteers etc…, appliers should have a natural inclination towards interpersonal communication.

In order to ensure the participation of students with disabilities in academic activities, volunteers will be informed about the planning of all activities on a weekly basis, so volunteering will require flexibility.

Problem solving capacities are also needed, since it may happen that during escorts volunteers meet some difficulties and have to deal with some unforeseen circumstances (architectural features that deny access to people with disabilities, changes of classroom, difficulties with public transport ...) that require them to find, in agreement with the DSS, immediate and effective solutions.

To carry out the activities the volunteers will:

- work with the Disability Support Service Staff;

- coordinate among themselves and with other volunteers;

- plan and work collaboratively;

therefore a predisposition towards teamwork is demanded.

A basic knowledge of Italian language could be helpful to future volunteers to easily start the project activities. In any case, the Italian language course offered upon their arrival will help volunteers to gain the level of language competence required to daily interact with Italian students and University Staff.

About the coordinating organisation: Managed by the Councillorship for Youth Policy of the Municipality of Padua, Progetto Giovani is an ensemble of service departments for young people. The main activities of Progetto Giovani are Youth Information, Civil Service, European projects for Youth mobility - EVS, youth exchanges, ect.-,Youth creativity, Street entertainment. Spazio Europa is the department of Progetto Giovani which deals with international mobility.
